INCOME GUIDELINES FOR
PARTICIPATION IN HEAD START PROGRAMS
Note: This compilation was prepared by HHS staff who have striven to ensure it is
complete and accurate. However, this is not an official compilation and may not be
completely free of error. Additions to the previous Head Start Act appear in bold.
Sec. 645. [42 U.S.C. 9840] (a)(1) The Secretary shall by regulation prescribe eligibility
for the participation of persons in Head Start programs assisted under this subchapter.
Except as provided in paragraph (2), such criteria may provide -(A) that children from low-income families shall be eligible for participation in programs
assisted under this subchapter if their families' incomes are below the poverty line, or if
their families are eligible or, in the absence of child care, would potentially be eligible for
public assistance; and
(B) pursuant to such regulations as the Secretary shall prescribe, that -(i) programs assisted under this subchapter may include, to a reasonable extent,
participation of children in the area served who would benefit from such programs but
whose families do not meet the low-income criteria prescribed pursuant to
subparagraph (A); and
(ii) a child who has been determined to meet the low-income criteria and who is
participating in a Head Start program in a program year shall be considered to
continue to meet the low-income criteria through the end of the succeeding program
year.
In determining, for purposes of this paragraph, whether a child who has applied for
enrollment in a Head Start program meets the low-income criteria, an entity may
consider evidence of family income during the 12 months preceding the month in
which the application is submitted, or during the calendar year preceding the
calendar year in which the application is submitted, whichever more accurately
reflects the needs of the family at the time of application.
(2) Whenever a Head Start program is operated in a community with a population of
1,000 or less individuals and -(A) there is no other preschool program in the community;
(B) the community is located in a medically underserved area, as designated by the
Secretary pursuant to section 330(b)(3) of the Public Health Service Act [42 U.S.C.
§254c(b)(3)] and is located in a health professional shortage area, as designated by the
Secretary pursuant to section 332(a)(1) of such Act [42 U.S.C. §254e(a)(1)];

(C) the community is in a location which, by reason of remoteness, does not permit
reasonable access to the types of services described in clauses (A) and (B); and
(D) not less than 50 percent of the families to be served in the community are eligible
under the eligibility criteria established by the Secretary under paragraph (1);
the Head Start program in such locality shall establish the criteria for eligibility, except
that no child residing in such community whose family is eligible under such eligibility
criteria shall, by virtue of such project's eligibility criteria, be denied an opportunity to
participate in such program. During the period beginning on the date of the enactment of
the Human Services Reauthorization Act and ending on October 1, 1994, and unless
specifically authorized in any statute of the United States enacted after such date of
enactment, the Secretary may not make any change in the method, as in effect on April
25, 1984, of calculating income used to prescribe eligibility for the participation of
persons in the Head Start programs assisted under this subchapter if such change would
result in any reduction in, or exclusion from, participation of persons in any of such
programs.
(b) The Secretary shall not prescribe any fee schedule or otherwise provide for the
charging of any fees for participation in Head Start programs, unless such fees are
authorized by legislation hereafter enacted. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed
to prevent the families of children who participate in Head Start programs and who are
willing and able to pay the full cost of such participation from doing so. A Head Start
agency that provides a Head Start program with full-working-day services in
collaboration with other agencies or entities may collect a family copayment to
support extended day services if a copayment is required in conjunction with the
collaborative. The copayment charged to families receiving services through the
Head Start program shall not exceed the copayment charged to families with similar
incomes and circumstances who are receiving the services through participation in a
program carried out by another agency or entity.
(c) Each Head Start program operated in a community shall be permitted to provide more
than 1 year of Head Start services to eligible children (age 3 to compulsory school
attendance) in the State. Each Head Start program operated in a community shall be
permitted to recruit and accept applications for enrollment of children throughout
the year.
(d)(1) An Indian tribe that -(A) operates a Head Start program;
(B) enrolls as participants in the program all children in the community served by the
tribe (including a community that is an off-reservation area, designated by an
appropriate tribal government, in consultation with the Secretary) from families that
meet the low-income criteria prescribed under subsection (a)(1)(A); and

(C) has the resources to enroll additional children in the community who do not meet the
low-income criteria;
may enroll such additional children in a Head Start program, in accordance with this
subsection, if the program predominantly serves children who meet the low-income
criteria.
(2) The Indian tribe shall enroll the children in the Head Start program in accordance
with such requirements as the Secretary may specify by regulation promulgated after
consultation with Indian tribes.
(3) In providing services through a Head Start program to such children, the Indian tribe
may not use funds that the Secretary has determined, in accordance with section
640(g)(3), are to be used for expanding Head Start programs under this subchapter.
Last Modified: 06/15/2006

